
MAINE FOLK ART TRAIL 
The Trail included 11 

museums in Maine 

exhibiting folk art 

during the summer 

and fall. A highly 

successful press cam-

paign gave the RPM 

nationwide publicity, and included the Boston Globe, the 

New York Times, Magazine Antiques ,Antiques and Fine 

Art, Early American Life and Downeast magazines, and 

numerous local newspapers. 
 

We expanded days and hours this season, our 4th, along 

with the help of four summer interns, and welcomed 1400 

visitors to see our exhibit on Maine folk art, plus our 

regular exhibits on Bridgton artists and the wall murals 

by Rufus Porter.  This nearly tripled our attendance from 

the previous year, and included visitors from across the 

country and several foreign countries.  Our catalog of the 

exhibit will remain on sale. 
 

We wish to thank Charles Burden and Ray Egan for orga-

nizing the Trail as it has given prominence to our empha-

sis on Rufus Porter we couldn’t have achieved on our 

own.  Charlie and Ray organized a visit in September of 

the national American Folk Art Society members, who 

were very enthusiastic about our exhibits and purpose.  

As a new entity, it is rewarding to receive such high 

praise from this group of highly esteemed collectors of 

folk art. 

 

DONATION OF KITTSON POTTERY 
The RPM was honored this summer with a donation of a 

beautiful, green glazed redware flowerpot from the local 

Kittson Pottery Company (c.1815-1890) located in North 

Bridgton on Long Lake.  Eric Johnson, a nearby resident, 

donated this special piece to the museum, which has been 

on display all season.   
 

This piece, along with 

several that will be 

loaned from the Spratt-

Mead Museum at 

Bridgton Academy, 

will form the center of 

a special exhibit next 

summer of Kittson 

Pottery.   
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VOLUNTEERS 
Our growing number of volunteer docents contributed over 

800 hours of service to the museum this season from June 3 

to October 12.  Without their help we could not exist as we 

lack funds to employ paid staff.  We offer our deep thanks 

for the continued devotion to the museum by  Beth Cossey, 

Carolyn Stanhope, Ginny Halligan, Barbara Pineau, Carolyn 

Ehrman, Oretta Baker, Mary Ann Fasulo, Carolee Garcia, 

Marian Precht, Suzie Kinney, Midge Curry, Deb Fitts, Eileen 

Grant, Shirley Langevin, Ginny Eilertson, Anne Snodgrass, 

Laurel Cebra, Mary Lou Moulton, and Nelle Ely.   A special 

thanks also to those who helped keep our garden green and 

beautiful led by Polly Polstein.   
 

Holly Ihloff, of Casco, gave the docents and Board members 

a wonderful talk on costuming depicted in the 19th century 

portraits by Maine artists during our docent tea in early Sep-

tember.  She put particular emphasis on the Farnsworth fam-

ily with the four children portrayed in this rare image of 

Bridgton children growing up in 1827, along with insights 

into their way of life. 

 

FRYEBURG ACADEMY AWARD 
The Trustees of Fryeburg Academy awarded the Eastman 

medal to Rufus Porter as an outstanding alumnus on Septem-

ber 22 during a reception at the Museum.  Rufus Porter, 

whose uncle, Nathaniel Porter, was a founder of the Acad-

emy, attended the school in 1804. 

His two quarters cost $3.00 for 

tuition and room and board. Jean 

Lipman, in her Yankee Pioneer 

biography, says that his time there 

was fortunate as the White Moun-

tain views from the school made an 

indelible impression on the lad’s 

mind and these views became a 

stock item in Porter’s frescoes.  Another important result was 

his introduction to the flute and violin, 

which remained in his range of occupation 

for many years. 
 

Rufus Porter had no formal education after 

the age of 12, but the progressive nature of 

the Academy contributed to his developing 

from within to become one of the most 

progressive Americans of the nineteenth 

century. 
 

An earlier recipient of this metal was 

Daniel Webster. 



CUB SCOUTS 
Local Cub Scout Troop No. 149 visited the museum in Octo-

ber as part of their work on occupations and art.  Fifteen cub 

scouts and parents learned about Rufus Porter’s inspiring life 

as a musician, teacher, painter, inventor, publisher and 

writer, and to learn about their important Bridgton heritage.  

They ended by each drawing something of interest to them 

from the murals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPROVEMENTS 
Several projects to the museum structure in 2008 were com-

pleted, and included the exterior painting of the house and 

roof, the leveling of the grounds, expansion of the gardens, 

granite steps installed from the back parking lot, and the 

painting of several interior rooms.  Polly Polstein’s volunteer 

work on the gardens has continued throughout the season, 

with much support from Beth Cossey, Key Bank volunteers 

and many of the docents.  We have received many compli-

ments on our gardens. 
 

There was great dismay in August when a bulge was discov-

ered on a wall in the mural room of the museum.  A quick 

diagnosis by Peter Lord that the building was sinking in the 

middle and needed shoring up was solved by Dana Watson 

and his son.  We are fortunate to have such talent available at 

short notice, and other than a few new cracks in the wall mu-

ral, it has returned to a stable state. 

 

TASHA TUDOR EXHIBIT 
Each year we organize a new exhibit 

in our entry room, while the 

“Bridgton Room” remains intact with 

the John Brewster, John Mead, Rufus 

Porter and George Washington Ap-

pleton portraits. 
 

A private loan collection of water-

color paintings by Tasha Tudor from 

the mid-1900s will be on display for the 2009 season, over 

40 in all.  Tasha is a folk artist of great renown throughout 

the world, having illustrated nearly 100 books in her lifetime. 

Her death this past June at the age of 93 has increased inter-

est in her work, and many videos and books about her have 

enlarged understanding of her unique New England lifestyle 

(living in the world of 1830) which she captures in her illus-

trations.  Her books and prints will be available for sale. 

 

REGISTRATION OF WALL MURALS 
Our project creating a registration site to help protect exist-

ing murals painted by the Rufus Porter School has moved 

forward.  A new page on our website contains forms to be 

downloaded by homeowners of wall murals, where they can 

document their present condition and return the forms for 

our files.  Our intention is to provide these owners with an 

outside plaque for their house to focus on the importance of 

the murals, once we have raised enough funds to design and 

manufacture the plaque.  Any assistance our members can 

provide for this project will be greatly appreciated.  Our 

thanks to Linda Lefko for her expertise in designing the 

forms, and for her continuing efforts to promote the preser-

vation of murals. She has visited and documented nearly 

every known wall during the past 25 years, and is an invalu-

able source for creating a database on Porter’s style. 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 
Carolyn Stanhope assumed the Presidency of the Board in 

October, and the Board extends its thanks to Beth Cossey 

for her outstanding service as president in 2008.  Additional 

Board members are Laurel Cebra, secretary, Steve Munger, 

treasurer, Greg Marston and Herb Moulton. 

 

A NOTE FROM CAROLYN STANHOPE 
As incoming President of the Rufus Porter Museum, I look 

forward to continuing the efforts of the museum  to preserve 

and enhance western Maine and New England heritage for 

current and future generations and to help provide  contin-

ued educational experiences of the tra-

ditional arts.  Rufus Porter is best 

known for  the murals that have made 

him famous.  He painted what he knew 

landscapes depicting the farms around 

Bridgton, his childhood home.  We are 

indeed fortunate to have this little bit of 

history right in our community.   
 

I cannot begin to accomplish anywhere 

near what Beth Cossey has done for the museum during the 

last four years.  She has been a tireless and conscientious 

worker and I look forward to her ever-supportive presence 

as she continues on the Board of Directors.  Already I am 

looking forward to the next Cultural Heritage series, so ably 

coordinated by Nancy Smoak and the new Tasha Tudor ex-

hibit,  generously provided by the Lindberg family.   
 

The 2009 season promises to be one of excitement and in-

terest to all! 

 

AND, FROM BETH COSSEY 
Carl & Julie Lindberg came to Bridgton with a wonderful 

idea and lots of spectacular folk art. They started the ball 

rolling for the founding of the  Rufus Porter Museum.  Add 

to that mix the hard work from  all the supporters who gave 

time, money and talent. Include the  thousands of hours 

from generous volunteers and from a very supportive Board 

[plus the tireless energy of  Nancy Smoak] all com-

bined  to make this museum a  learning experience for us all 

and an asset to Bridgton  I am proud to be a part of it all.  



FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
In many ways we have made great strides in securing a fi-

nancial base for the Rufus Porter Museum, and have a grow-

ing list of members to thank for this.  But as with all institu-

tions, we cannot rely on volunteers to manage the affairs of 

the museum on a continual basis, and thus salaries and utility 

bills alone present a continuing challenge as we grow in stat-

ure and experience. 
 

Funds from the Lipman Family, the Ham Foundation and the 

Lindberg Family Foundations have allowed us to improve 

the museum, hire interns, reprint the Porter books, support 

the Cultural Heritage Series, and build our Research Library.  

It is sales from our gift shop, admission fees and donations 

by members which give us the support needed to meet our 

budgeted expenses.  We are indeed hopeful that our visitors 

recognize the importance of our mission and try to increase 

their support in the coming year.  We are reliant on this sup-

port if we are to continue the role of education in the arts of 

Western Maine and the work of Rufus Porter. 
 

We are doing all we can to continue our work, and hope you 

find ways to continue and increase your support.  One hun-

dred percent of your donations are used to benefit the Mu-

seum.   

Name: ____________________________________________________ Telephone: __________________ 

Address: _______________________________________  City: _____________   State: _____   Zip: __________ 

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Level: 

 Individual ($45)   ___  Bronze Leaf ($1200) ___ 

 Family ($60)  ___  Silver Leaf ($3000) ___ 

 Supporting ($300) ___  Gold Leaf ($5000) ___ 

 Sustaining ($600)  ___         
 

Make checks payable to THE RUFUS PORTER MUSEUM,  PO Box 544, Bridgton, ME 04009 

MasterCard ___ Visa  ___ 

Card #______________________________________________________   Exp Date____________  CVV #_______ 

Signature_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cardholder’s name (printed as it appears on the card) _________________________________________________ 

The Rufus Porter Museum is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization.  Our membership year is July 1 - June 30.   

2008 INTERNS 
We were fortunate to attract four very qualified interns for 

the Summer of 2008.  Suzanne Brennan arrived in mid May 

and put her extensive gift shop experience to work by setting 

up the entire gift shop.  Unfortunately, family issues pre-

vented her from completing her internship but we hear from 

her occasionally and all things are now fine.   
 

Stella Smith, Athens, Georgia was the second to arrive.  Her 

enthusiasm and easy smile were always welcome.  She 

worked hard on her project of deed research on the Rufus 

Porter Museum.  Her research was not conclusive but does 

highly suggest that our little museum was the home of first 

Bridgton minister, Nathan Church.   
 

Brianna McNelly, Battle Lake, Minnesota arrived in early 

June.  Her love of children was apparent as she quickly vol-

unteered to tour any visitors with youngsters.  Just before 

leaving in early August, Brianna hosted three successful art 

classes for children ages 6-10.   
 

Tashia Dare, Lawrence, Kansas was the last to arrive and the 

last to leave.  A serious and hard worker, visitor book com-

ments regarding her excellent docent skills told the story of 

her deep interest in art.  Tashia did a great deal of research 

on potential grants for the museum.  We heard from her 

about a  month ago - she is inventorying the collection of 

Union Station in Kansas City, Missouri.  In her words, “a 

real museum job”.   
 

As we look forward to the Summer of 2009, we hope we will 

again interest the same high quality internship candidates 

that we have had for the past two summers.   

Outgoing President, Beth Cossey, with her granddaughter, 

Grace at the June 20th  Members Only Open House. Antique Appraisal with Ron Bourgeault of Antiques 

Roadshow - Part of Cultural Heritage Series 2008 
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CULTURAL HERITAGE SERIES 

2009 
Nancy Smoak will continue through the winter 

as Projects Manager one day a week.  She has 

the 2009 Cultural Heritage Series planned for 

July 7-11, with an Historic House Tour to fol-

low on July 12 in conjunction with the Bridgton 

Historical Society.  Registration for classes will 

begin in November with the release of the bro-

chure and final schedule.  Watch for it in your 

mail.  Over 100 students attended classes in 

2008 with the number of classes doubling from 

2007.   
 

In 2009 the number of classes has grown to 30 

and the days of classes to five.  Many of your 

favorite instructors will be returning such as 

Hugh Luck, Nelle Ely, Sandy Howe, Dave Gar-

cia, Jacqueline Hansen, Scott Campbell, and 

Ginny Eilertson.   
 

Our classes will take place at the Bridgton Me-

morial School - we seem to have outgrown the 

Community Center.  However, the Memorial 

School is a wonderful facility that includes a 

huge demonstration kitchen.  Classes such as 

Soap Making and Fresh Milk Cheese Making 

have been added along with one you have been 

asking for every year, “How to make Rufus 

Porter Style Paints”.   
 

Here is a list of classes to be offered:  

Class      Length 

Tuesday, July 7, 2009 
Rufus Porter Murals Lecture ½ day 
Floor Cloths, Beginning  3-½days 
Tin Smithing     2 day 
Vinegar Grain Painting   1 day 
Chair Caning     1 day 
Waddle Fence Building   1 day 
Fly Tying     ½ day 
Creating Rufus Porter Paints ½ day 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 
Rufus Porter Mural Painting 3 days 
Stroke Painting on Tin   2 days 
Stencil Cutting    ½ day 
Genealogy, Census & Deeds 1 day 
Barns of Western Maine  ½ day 
Dry Stack Stone Walls   1 day 
Soap Making     ½ day 

Thursday, July 9, 2009 
Bronze Powder Stenciling  1 day 
Antique Furniture Restoration ½ day 
Boat Houses of Highland Lake ½ day 
Floor Cloths, Advanced  1½ days 
Maine Narrow Gauge RR  ½ day 
Making Fresh Milk Cheese  ½ day 

Friday, July 10, 2009 
Bride’s Box - Folk Painting  2 days 

E. American Brush Stroke Wall 1 day 
Penny Rugs     ½ day 
Rug Hooking     1 ½ day 
Historic Plaster Repair   1 day 

Saturday, July 11, 2009 
Theorem Painting    ½ day 
Gourd Art     ½ day 
Researching Your Old House ½ day 
 

Sunday, July 12, 2009 
Historic Home & Garden Tour 

11a-5p 
 

Eight homes are scheduled on this 
unique tour of historic homes and 
gardens.   
 

Volunteer docents will be needed 
for all of the homes.  Docent shifts 
will be three hours and each volun-
teer will receive a free ticket to the 
house tour. Volunteers will also 
have a two hour training session 
and a script for the home they are  
responsible for. If you would like to 
volunteer, please call Nancy 
Smoak at 207-647-2828 and leave 
your name and phone number and 
the best time to reach you on the 
answering machine.   


