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Friends and Supporters, 
 
Rufus Porter, in his first issue of the Scientific Mechanic magazine 
in 1847, penned a poem that sums up his life.  It begins, Be active – 

be active –, Find something to do…. and ends:  
You’ll live and be happy, 

And never complain, 
Of the blues or the dumps 

Or a dull heavy brain. 

 
Following his own advice, Porter lived a full, enriched life that 
inspires us all.  It is Rufus Porter Museum’s privilege, in 
partnership with you, to enrich the lives of our visitors and patrons 
by sharing Porter’s life story.  To continue our commitment to 
current and future generations, RPM needs your continued support.    
 
Our 2018 Annual Appeal goal is $40,000.  Reaching this goal will bring us closer to adding another 
staff member for the museum.  What will this mean?--a longer open season, programs on a year-
round basis, staff time for community outreach.   

Your 2017 donations and sponsorships to the Rufus Porter Museum made our 12th season one of 
our best yet! We were able to re-establish events and programs, some of which had been 
postponed in 2016 due to the extraordinary moving of the Nathan Church house.  July and August 
2017 saw activity with our Children’s Hours twice a month, the Curious Arts series of classes for 
adults including two wonderful lectures, an Ice Cream Social that included inventive activities for 
the whole family, and the highly successful Mystery History Tour.   
 
In 2017 we also increased our collections:  two miniature portraits by Porter, painted furniture by 
artist John Mead, and a model of Porter’s air ship.  We improved our museum facilities and 
grounds.  We installed a long-awaited heating and cooling system in the Webb building, and 
constructed an ADA compliant ramp and deck entrance.  The facilities work continues thanks to 
many dedicated volunteers and your support.   

 
Your 2018 gift offers immediate resources directed to current needs and opportunities at the 
museum.  We look to the generosity of people like you who share Porter’s perspective on life to 
“Be active – be active.”  
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The Rufus Porter Museum  
The Rufus Porter Museum celebrates the life and times of a remarkably creative American genius who 

worked throughout Maine, New England and beyond. 

 

Betsy Long Ellis c. 1815 
By Rufus Porter 
New acquisition in 2017  
RPM Collection 
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We thank you for your continued support and your generous donation to the RPM Annual Appeal.  
To do so, please visit us online at www.rufusportermuseum.org/annual-fund to give your gift 
quickly and easily.  Or, simply return the enclosed form.   
 
We look forward to connecting with you at Rufus Porter Museum!  
 
THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 
With best wishes,  
 

 
Martha J. Cummings   Beth Cossey      Margaret Lindsey Sanborn 
Museum Director/Curator  Co-Chair Board of Trustees  Co-Chair Board of Trustees 
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